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'injustice of the general property tax. The report adopts
in its entirety the diffusion theory of incidence and quotes
Adam Smith as the chief forerunner of Thiers and Wells!
Although the commissioners "sympathize with the com-
plaint of the Delaware farmer," they think that under the
present system the taxes are " more equally distributed than
in any other state.'' It is much to be feared that the
Delaware farmer will not be satisfied with this Platonic
" sympathy."

Far more important than the Delaware report are those
made to the New York legislature in 1803, the one by the
counsel specially appointed to revise the tax laws, the other
by the joint committee of the Senate and Assembly. Both
the counsel and the committee chose to present results rather
than extended arguments.

The counsel affirm that they have studied not only the
public documents of other states, but also the general litera-
ture of the subject, including the views of the loading political
economists of the day. They suggest that the information
so obtained be collated for the use of the public for further
reference; but in the present report they prefer simply to
present their conclusions, proceeding on the principle of
proposing nothing which has already been before the legis-
lature and which has failed of adoption. Thus they object
to the " building occupancy " tax because the legislature re-
fused to adopt it in 1872. If this principle were consistently
carried out, there would be little chance for human progress;
for most innovations are at first opposed, and the mere fact
that the legislature has in former years rejected a plan is
neither a proof that they would, reject it to-day, nor a reason
why the advisers of the legislature should refuse to consider
its feasibility. The counsel also discuss new plans. They
object to the single tax and even to the tax on real estate
alone, because they cannot see the equality and justice of
levying all burdens on the real estate owner. They object
to the income tax as too inquisitorial, and at present quite
inadmissible. At the same time they strenuously oppose